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My Son, diſpiſe not thou the Chaſtening of the Lord, . 
nor "rap when thou art rebuked of him. 
For whom the Lord loweriigtiechaſtencth,and ſcourgeth 

every Son whom etc ven 2 
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2 IS one of the 8: pft Pecrecs of Almighty God, 
_ Through many Trivwiations we muſt enter into. the 
* Kingthow of bend. And our bleſſed Saviour bas 
dealt plainly and openly with vs, ſaying, In the World ye ſhall 
have Troubles. This is that Lot he bequeath'd to his own Diſ- 
ciples, and we muſt not expect to fare better than they did. 
They met with Tryals and Sufferings, were exposd to the 
Malice, Rage, and Spite of wicked and unreaſonable Men, 
and had many and various Enemies, who vented their Spleen 
againſt the true Faith, and them the Profeſſors of it, but being 


well Rx d and grounded ia the Truth they held out and con- 


tinued firm and ſtedfaſt to the End, faithſul even unto Death. 
No Suffer ings, no Perſecutions, cou d prevail with em to make 
Shipwrack of aith and a good Conſcience. They knew their 
Cauſe was good, and therefore durſt own it, and laid down 
their. Lives in its Defence, bearing Witneſs unto the Truth 
and Sealing it with the laſt Drop of their Blood. 


= 


The Author of this Epiſtle in the forgoing Chapter gives 
us a large Account of the ſtrong Faith and Sufferings of Holy 
Men, and in This exhorts us not only by their Examples to 
Patience and Conſlancy, but alſo animates us by the Example 
of Chriſt, bidding us conſider what he ſuffered, what he en- 
dur'd, and then wiſheth us not to imagine becauſe God 
ſtrikes, therefore he ig angry with us. Neither wou'd he have 
us repine or murmuf * God's Corrections, nor be diſcourag d 
vr dicheartned by his Chaſtiſements, becauſe many times God 
lhews moſt ſeverity to the Servants whom he loves beſt, and 


begins his Judgments at bis own Houſe, This he uſeth as an FF! 
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age nent of Conſolation to all aflicted perſons, and =O 2 


it upon Solomons advice to his Son, My Son, Aiſpiſe not thou 
the 5 of the Lord: Neither be weary of by Corre&i- 


on; for whom the Lord loveth be corretteth, even as 4 Father 
the Son in whom be delighteth. 
Ia handling the Text, I ſhall obſerve this Method. 
5 0: 1. That God's deavelt Children and beſt beloved Servants 
: ** not been exempted from fore and grievous Afflictions. 
„That an uninterrupted felicity, or a Life of conti- 
| 2 Health and Proſperity ire greateſt unhappineſs Can be- 
fall any Perſon, 
3 2}dly, I ſhall lay down ſeveral Reaſons why God is pleas'd 
do viſit us with Afflictions, and imbitter our Condition in this 
World. 
1 4£4thly, Shew after what 1 manner we are to bear them. 
 Fthly, Why we are to ſubmit to them. 
Laſtly, Shur up all with an ufeful Exhortation. 
1. That God's deareſt Children and belt beloved Servants 
have not been exempted from fore and grievous Afflictions. 
If we look unto Jeſas the Author and finiſher of our Faith, we 
fhall find his Sufferings to be the ſharpeſt that ever Fleſh and 
17 Blood endurd: Tho! he was an innocent and righteous Per- 
ſon and did no Sin, yet his own Innocency did not fave him 
from the ſevereſt Preſſures and moſt bitter Conflicts. As ſoon 
as he was born he was Perſecuted by Herod. His own Coun- 


try Men reproach'd him as being born at Nazareth, whence 
no good Thing cou d be expected. They call'd him a Friends 
ef Fablieam and Simmer, in contempt the Carpenters Son, a 

Seducer, a Glutton, a Wine-bibber, a Blaſphemer, and a Caſter 
ont of Devils by Beelzebub the Prince of the Devils. He dy'd 

upon a Crofs, and was Cucity'd between two Thieves, as the 
moſt guilty of the Three.” And tho? Pilate (a Roman Fudge 
| pleaded his Juſtihcation, and told the Fes after all their Cla- 
mours he found no fault in him at all, yer as blameleſs as the 
Life of this Holy and Spotleſs Perſon was, it cou'd not keep | 
off the Hands of his itiraged Enemies from waſhing them in 
his Sacred and Innocent Blood. 

I hall not be able to ſhew you how ſeyerly God chaſtis'd 
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gaxing Stock, a ſpectacle to the World, Angels and Men 


his moſt beloved and watts The Words and Tongues 
of Men are too ſcanty to expreſs his calamitous condition of 
Life. For how. it is poſſible for me to relate his Sorrows and 
Sufferings, or ſhew you the Holy Feſzs bleeding and expiring 
upon a Croſs ? At which doletul ſpectacle Heaven ſhut its 
Eyes, the Sun was darkned, the Earth did quake, and the 
Rocks rent aſunder. Tke Rulers derided him ſaying, he ſaved 
others, himſelf be cannot ſave. They put upon his Head a 
Crown of Thrones, cloathed him in a purple Robe, and put a 
Reed into his Hand, mocking him, and ſaying, Hail King of 


the Jeu. When he is ready to give up the Ghoſt, he crys, | 
My God, My God, why baſt thou for {aken me? They cry, 


he calls for Elias, let as ſee whether Elias will come and {ave 
him. And leſt his Diſciples ſhou'd expect 
ment in the World than their Maſter found, Chriſt tells them 


-beforehand, Ne ſhall be bated of all Men for my Names ſake. 


The time ſhall come when they ſhall Excommunicate you; 


yea he that killeth you ſhall think be doth God good ſervice. We 


are the filth of the Earth, and the off-ſcouring of all Things, 4 


Deſcend to the Primitime Church in the ſucceeding Ages, and 


we read how the Chriſtians were ſpoiled of their Goods, and 
then derided; they told them it was good for them to be poor, 
that ſo they might go to Heaven without hindrance. After 


the Ten Petſecutions were ended, we read of Julian, one while 


burning the Bible before the face of the Chriſtians, and then , 
deriding them, telling that now it was a Light unto their feet, 
another while ſmiting them upon the Cheek, and then bid 
them obey their Maſters Command, and turn the other alſo. | 

The time wou d fail me to tell of the Afflictions of Jacob, 
David, St. Paul, and others of God's deareſt Saints and Ser- 
vants. And what are we then that we ſhou'd repine and mur- 


mur, when it ſeems good unto the Lord to correct and chaſtiſe 
us? Are we better then ob, who was a perfect and a wpright 
Man? Are we better then David, who was a Man after Gods 


own Heart? Or are we better than all thoſe 'Saints, who | 


through many Tribulations enter d into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven? The Diſciple # not above bis Maſter, nor the Servant 


above. 


any better Entertain- | 
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11,9 bifLord. If they call'd the Maſter of the Houſe Belze- 
how or} ox. ſhall they wr oh of the Houſhold? 
Tis a very unreaſonable Thing to think much to be treated 

by God as che Holy Feſw was. Shall we repine when God 
makes us like Him; and all thoſe Saints who drunk in their 
Maſters Cup? Now, let us rather rejoyce in that we are confor- 
mable to them. The way to the Crown is by the Croſs, and 
he who is Cncify'd with Cbriſt, hall be ſure to Reign with him. 

Thus having ſhewn that God's deareſt Children and beit 

beloved Servants have not been exempted from ſore and grie- 
vous Afflictions. I come | 

2dly, To conſider that an uninterrupted Felicity, or a 

Life of continued Health, is the greateſt unhappineſs chat can 


befal any Perſon. 


| When Men ſwim in a full Tyde of Proſperity, and have 
the Ball of abundance at their Foot, many Corruptions, as 
Pride, Vain-Glory, Luxury, and forgetfulneſs of God and 


# themſelves ſteal upon them. 


When Feſhuran waxed far, he then kick'd, and when Iſrael 
was fed to the full, then ſhe committed Abomination. Adam's 
Fall was committed in Paradiſe. Noah's abundance prov'd a 
Snare and a Temptation to him, Sodome was a Nurfery of 


fil hineſs and beaſtiality, while Riches and Plenty abounded 


ia it. David in time of Peace was a Tranſgreſſor, and Solo- 


mon in the Day of Proſperity turns Apoſtate. St. Ambroſe be- 
ing upon a Journey, and coming to his Inn at Night, wou'd 


not lodge in it, becauſe he heard the Maſter of the Houſe brag 


that during the whole courſe of his Life, he never had been 
Fpartaker of any chaſtiſeme . fortelling a ſuddain Deſtruction 
to him, and his, which ſ atter came to paſs. A full ſwing 
of Proſperity oft occaſio: uch wickedneſs, and abundance 


of this World is many tirzs. an Introducer of Atheiſm, and is 


frequently attended with proud Looks, ambitious Thoughts, 
and unſatisfying Vaniti If Abraham doth but ſmile upon 
Hagar, the will ſoon inſult, domineer, an crow over Sarab 
her Miſtreſs. The Temptations which attend Greatneſs, and 
a continued uninterrupted Felicity are fo dangerous and per- 
nicious, that too too often they. difrobe Men of that Mantle 
A 3 | 
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of Religion, Piety and Vertue, which the Storms and Aſſauls Y C 
of Afflictions wou'd have kept humble and in a good temper © by 
and diſpoſition of Soul. The Proſperity ef Fools deſtroy them, ® ſe: 
They who meet with no Afflictions in this World, are Chil- av 
dren of this World, and have more reaſon to fear they belong for 
not to God, than thoſe who are Chaſtiſed by him. 4s mam w 
as love I rebuke and chaſten, Happy u the Man whom God fa 
correclet h; if you endure chaſtening, God dealeth with you , be 
with Sons, for what Sons be whom the Father chaſtneth not? Si 
Rut if ye be vit bout Chaſtiſement whereof all are partakers,| 
then are ye Baſtards and not Sons, God's Corrections are tokens} 
of his love, and the Method he uſeth with thoſe whom he de- 
ſigns for Heirs of Glory. You only have I known of all the 
Families of the Eartb, therefore will I punifh you for your Ini- 
quities, (21d God-ſpeaking of his own e Lou ſhall 
not find one of God's Saints without his Croſs. Many are the 
troubles of the Righteons. If God ſuffers us to go on in Proſ- 
perity and Sin together, we are in a deſperate condition, and 
God is highly angry with us. Then à God moſt angry when | 
be ſeems not to ve angry at all. It is ſo far from being a mercy, F 
that it is a grear Judgment not to be Corrected by God: Thus | cu 
we find God himſelf threatning the back-ſliding Iſraelites, D 
will not viſit your Daughters when they are Harlots, nor your * th 
Spouſes when they are Whores, A very ſore Judgment to let g. 
the Sinner go on in his Sins, without any Chaſtiſement for g. 
them: That was a fearful threatning. Ephraim M joined unto 5 pt 
Idols, let bim alone; let him follow the Councels of his own © 
Heart and be filled with his one Devilſes, us 


Thus having conſider d that and uninterrupted Felicity, a th 
Life of continued Proſperity is the greateſt Unhappineſs that . 
can befal us. 1 come in 

2dly, To lay down ſeveral Reaſon why Gcd is pleas d to th 
viſit many Perſons with Afflictions and imbitter their Condi- bi 
tion in this World. 

1. God many times ſends Afflictions to call our Sins to Re- ſic 
membrance, and put us upon ſearching our Conſcience. God & he 


who is infinite in Wiſdom and Knowledge, ſeeing Men ne. p. 
gligent of their Duty, and going gſtray from his Ways and in 
| | 4 Com- 1 


„ | _ 


| _ GY | 
Cſauls Þ Commandments; ſets their Sins before them, making it legible 
temper ¶ by ſome affliction that they may read their Wickedneſs, and 
them. ſee their Crime; and by their Repentance for the one may do 
e Chil· away the other. It was good for me that I have been afflicted, 
belong for then I learn'd thy Statutes. Before that I was affircted, I 


% 
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many went aſtray, but now I keep thy Word, ſaid David. Afflictions 


n God 4 ſanctify'd bring Men to a Reformation of Liſe, and pluck 


you as back thoſe Sinners whom Proſperity had debauch d. When a 
b not? ¶ Sickneſs, or any other Affliction is ſanCify*d, the Senſe of 
alert, Mac's Indiſpoſition or Weakneſs applies it and ſets it home 
tokens upen his Conſcience, with a Thou art the Man, verily thou 
he de- art guilty, and ſo brings his Sin to Remembrance. The Sons 
the of Jacob being in great ſtreights in Egypt, then, and not till 
or Ini- then, did the guilt and horror of treſpaſſing againſt God in 
u ſhall the matter of their Brother reflect upon their Conſciences. 
re the Thus an Affliction brou't oſephs Brothers to a Remembrance 
Prof. of their Sins. When Manaſſes was bound in Fetters and car- 
, and ry'd to Babylon, when he was in Affliction then he humbled 
ben hiqmſelf greatly before the God of his Fathers, which he did 
iercy, not before. In Proſperity Men are apt to think themſelves ſe- 
Thus cure, they mind their Pleaſures, promiſe to themſelves good 
tes, 1% Days, eat and drink, and think of no reckoning. But when 
your the hand of God is lifted up and he writes bitter Things a- 
to let * gainſt them, then they are apt to remember that they have 
t for ® grievouſly ſinned, and fo puts them upon ſuch means as are 
{ unto proper to procure Pardon and forgiveneſs. N 
on 2dly, God many times ſends Afflictions to prepare and fit 
us for his glorious Kingdom. Moſt men are apt to dote upon 
ty, a this World, and with the Reubinites finding the Country of 
that } Baſhan rich and fruitful are for ſetting up there reſt and build- 
ing Tabernacles in it, and therefore God many times imbitters 
the World to them,that they may not ſet their Hearts upon it, 


d to 
ondi- 

Ant igonus having a Souldier in his Army who was very 
ſickly, and obſerving no danger would terriſie him, and that 
God he always fac'd an Enemy with an undaunted Courage took 
ne: particular care to have him reſtar'd to his health; which be- 
and ing done, the Man grew wary, and wou d not expoſe himſelf 
om | A 4 * 


Re- | 


but have their thoughts chiefly employ d about a future State, 


017 


as he was wont to do, ſaying, That Life of bis which was 
a burden to him before, he now valu'd, and therefore was 
© reſolvꝰd to take more care of it, and not hazard it as former- 


*ly. Man is a proud vain Creature, and ſbou d he live always 
in proſperity he wou d be apt to forget that God that made 
him, and look upon himſelf as Immortal. And therefore God | 
out of his Inconceivable love viſits him with Afflictions to 
humble his lofty looks, to bow down his haughty mind, and 
to level and ſubdue his Ambitious and tow'ring thoughts. 

3dly, God ſends Afflictions ſometimes for the Manifeſtati- 
on of Mens Patience and Faith, to ſee whether they will yield | 
an humble ſubmiſſion of Will to the Divine Diſpenſation of | 


Heaven, to ſee whether they will put their whole confidence 
in him, and relic upon his Almighty Power for deliverance. 
Not that God is ignorant of the Iſſue, but becauſe he wou'd 


have it appear to others for their example. When God temp- 1 


ted Abrabam to Sacrifice his only Son, he did not do it out of 
any defign to deprive him of him, but that he might have 
an Opportunity to ſhew his Faith and Exerciſe his Obedience. 
And Job's Calamities were ſent him on purpoſe to make his 


Job with Mercenary ſervice. Doth Job ſerve God for nought ? | 


Haſs thou not made an Hedge about him, and about bis Houſe, 


and about all that he bath? Haſt not thou bleſs'd the Works of 


bis hands, and is not bis ſubſtance increas d in the Land? Who 
wou d not ſerve God on ſuch conditions as theſe ? No marvel 
to ſee Fob ſo ſerviceable when thou laſt compaſs'd himabout 
with thy bleſſings; but Put forth thine Hand now, and touch 
all that he bath, and thou ſhalt ſee he will curſe thee to thy 
Face. Theſe or the like ſlanders did the Devil raiſe againſt 
Righteous Fob, and how ſhou'd we have known bur they 
might have been true if God had not made the trial ? Have 
you not heard of the Patience of Job? ſaid the Apoſtle. But 
who ſhou'd ever have heard of it if God had not manifeſt it 
by ſuch a mean as this? A Pilot muſt be try'd by a Tempeſt 
a Soldier by a Battle; and a Chriftian by a Croſs. Theſe are 
many Graces which lie hid in Gods Children Crofles and loſſes 


are like Flails that Threſh out the Corn that lieth obſcur'd 1 
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Faith and Patience more illuſtrious. The Devil challeng d 


(9) 2 "I 
by Straw and Chaff; like the Wine-Preſs that preſſeth out 
the pure blood of the Grape. How many glorious Saints 
| of God have we ſeen like Frankinſence ſweeteſt in the Fite, or 

luke Spices moſt fragant when they are beaten in the Mortar > 
© 7 Thus God many times ſends Afflictions to reſtihe the ſincerity 
of his Children againſt the ſcandalous imputations of the Devil 
and his Inſtruments. „ 0.05: 1 ball 
Athly, God many times ſends Afflictions for the Reforma- 
tion, of Mens manners, and to fetch back ſuch as have depar- 
ted from him. The Prodigal Son was brought to a ſence of 
his Duty, by want and famine. Many people came to Chriſt 
to be heal'd of their Corporal Diſeaſes, while others who en- 
joy'd ſound health, and were free from bodily diſtempers, wou d 
not own him. When the Lord ſent out a great wind into the 
Sea, and there was a mighty Tempeſt in the Sea ſo that the 
| Ship was like to be broken, then the Mariners were afraid, and 
cry'd every Man untothis God. As rough and ſtubborn as 
| thoſe Sailors were, and as negligent as they had been in. the 
® Service of their Gods, yet when the Sea wrought and was 
= Tempeſtuous, when the Ship was in danger of ſinking, and 
they ſaw nothing but Death before their Eyes, then they cry'd 
out unto the Lord and ſaid, We beſeech thee, O Lord, we beſeech 
* thee, let an not periſh. The ſenſe of the danger they were in · 
awakened the worſt of them to their Prayers, brought them 
to their Knees, and crying to their Gods. Thus when Affli- 
Ciions grind Men they are apt to come to themſelves Pray 
unto God, Adore his Majeſty, acknowledge his Power, im- 
ßplore his Goodneſs, and promiſe new Obedience. Theſe are 
© ſome of the cauſes why. God ſends AﬀhtGtions, I come - 
4thly, Tho ſhew after what manner we are to bear them. 
1. With true and ſincere Repentance. | 
2. Patience... f n Ne. 
3. With a truſt in God's Mercy for Chriſt Jeſus his ſake. 
4. With thankfulneſs. and * NOQLU 


5. With Submiſſionnn2n?n rnd 07 167 
1. We muſt bear Afflictions with true and ſincere Repen- 
tance, When God is pleaſed to Correct any Man and caſt 
him upon a Bed of Sickneſs,” it is then high time to come to 
9791 „ Re- 
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pentance, to be ſorrowſul for what is paſt, to bewail his 


maniſold Sins, and greatly humble himſelf for them. I muſt 


confeſs tis much ſafer for him truly to repent him of his Sins 
Proſperity. Pain and Sickneſs, a Body worn out with Diſeaſes, 


Bed is no fit time to do Works meet for Repentance. I woud 
to God Men wou'd prepare themſelves for the Life to come 
before they deſpair of living any longer in this. Aden and © 
Brethren what ſhball-we do? Was the ſaying of Peter Con- 
verts in time of Strength and Vigour, Health and Life. ; 

And as it is the Duty of every Man to improve his time to 
the beſt advantage, ſo when he ſees Death approaching and 
has a proſpect of a ſuddain Change, it ought to put him more 
earneſtly upon the Exerciſes of Godlineſs, as Prayer, Con- 
feflion of his Sins, receiving the Holy Sacrament, and un- 
feigned Repentance. 4. th | 
2. We muſt bear Afflictions with Patience. Afflictions con- 
ſider d in themſelves are an uneaſie State and Fleſh and Blood 
is apt to complain ot their hardſhip and ſeverity, but did we 
conſider our Chaſtiſements are far lefs than our deſervings, 
and that our guilt exceeds our Puniſhment, we wou'd readily 
*acknowledge we juſtly deſerve far greater Evils than the Hand 
of God has inflicted on us. u 10 

Beſides, Patience makes and Affliction fit more eaſie and 
renders it more tollerable, and tends very much to the ſhort- 
ning and abating of it. To ſtorm and bluſter againſt an Af- 
fliction adds fewel to the Fire, and ſuch a Man doth but blow 
his own Coals kindle his own Sparks, and augment his own 
Flames. Impatience Miniſters to a Man's greater Anguiſh and 
Diſcontent. A Command over our Paſſions is the beft way to 
make an Affliction eaſie, and will remove thoſe Tourments 


which will enter upon us when we ſwell and open our Mouths 4 


upon any Viſitation. Wor: 1 
3. Weought to bear Afflictions witha truſt in God's Mercx 
for Chriſt Jeſus ſake, Some people in Sickneſs, or labouring 
under ſome other Affliction have ſtrenge diſmal Thoughts 
offer ing themſelves to their Minds. That their Iniquities are 
| F greater 


in time of Helth, and deteſt the Cauſe of them in the Day of © | 
and à Mind perplex d with Fears and Terrors upon a dying 
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greater than can be pardoned, and have no hopes of God's 
favout towards them. This is a craſty ſuggeſtion of the De- 
vil, and which ought to be rejected and no quarter given to 
ir As Ilive ſaid the Lord God, I deſire not the Death of a 
Sinner but that rather he ſhow'd turn from bis wickedneſs and 
live, Come unto me all ye that labour and are beavy laden, 
and I will refreſh you: Our bleſſed Saviour received all man- 
ner of Sinners that came unto him. He forgave and pardon'd 
Seribes, Phariſees, Soldiers, Publicans, Uſurers, Harlots, Thieves, 
Blaſphemers, Perſecutors, and all manner of Offenders that 
returned unto him. And to that End whilſt he was upon Earth 
he converſed with Sinners and gave them Comfort and Con- 
fidence in him. Shall the finite Sins of a Man exceed the In- 
finite Mercy of God ? Thou lieft Cain, ſaid St Auſtin, thy ſins 
are not greater than can be be forgiven, And I have read of an- | 
other Father that being tempted to deſpair by the Devil, ſet- | 
ting his Sins before him and belying the Mercy of God, thow | 
| lieſt Satan, ſaid he, for if thou cou aſt but repent God was able | 
lo forgive tbee. It was the wonder of an Heretick in St. Ber- | 
| mnard's time, how it was poſſible that Chriſt ſhou'd be pleas'd 
with Men who was ſlain by them. To whom that Father 
gave this Anſwer, That the blood of Chriſt was fo powerful to 
obtain Remiſſion, that it was able to waſh away that Sin which 
was the Cauſe why it was ſhed, He is able to ſave them to the 
uttermoſt that came unto God by him, ſeeing be ever liveth to , 
make interceſſion for them. Tho' your Sins were as red as 
Scarlet, Repentance will make them as white as Snow, and 
tho? of our ſelves we be unprofitable Servants and can ex 
no favour, yet for the ſake of 7eſus Chrift we may hope, and 
truſt in God's Mercy for his pardon and forgiveneſs. He is a 
Son in whom God is well pleas'd. He is a Jeſus who fo entire- 
ly lov'd us that he ſhed his molt precious blood for us. The 
Interceſſion of ſuch a Mediator, the Merits of ſuch a Redeemer, 
and the Wounds and Marks of fuch an Advocate pleading for 
Mercy is enough to preſent us acceptable to God, and render 
us Objects of his Pity and Compaſſian. When ever it ſeems 
good to God to viſit us with Sickneſs, or bring us under his 
afflicted hand, it is our Duty to ſupport and comfort our 


ſelves 


| - (iz) | 
ſelvet with God's infinite Mercy for the ſake of Feſws Chrift, 


God will never turn his back upon that Man who turns his 
face to him. Nothing but our unrepented Sins can make a 

. Separation between him and us. God did not make us for Mi- 
ſery, but for Glory. Heaven was made for Man, and Hell 
only.for the Devils and his Angels. 

Athly, We ought to bear Afflictions with thankfulneſs, 
Did we rightly apprehend the Motives which induce God to 
correct us, we'wou'd kiſs his Rod, and in St. James Lan- 
guage, count it all joy when we fall into Tribalation, And 

1. We ought to be thankful under Afflictions in that our 
Condition is no worſe than it is. How many are there in the 
World who live better lives, do more good in their Genera- 
tion, freer from Sin, fuller of Piety, ſtronger in Faith, more 
penitent, ferventer in their Devotions, and yet have lien under 
rhe afflicting Hand of God more that we have done? Where- 
fore doth” a living Man complain? Compare our Lives with 
theirs, and then we will plainly fee we deſerve to ſuffer much 
more than they, and are highly oblig'd to the goodneſ of 
God for ſparing us when he afflicts others, who are better and 
more righteous than we. Indeed if we did ſuffer any thing 
undeſervedly, we might then complain that God was an hard 
Maſter 3 but when the greateſt of our Troubles are leſs then 
the leaſt of our Sins, we have more reaſon to thank God than 
to repine, murmur, or complain of any unjuſt Dealing. O Lord 


I know that thy Fudgments are juſt, and thou in righteohſneſs 


bas aſflicted me. Solon, one of the ſeven wiſe Men of Greece, 
hearing his Friend make great lamentation and ſorely bemoa- 
ning the afflicting Hand of God upon him, went up to the top 
of an high Tower in Athens and took him along with him. 
Now (laid he) to- his repining Friend, look over this great 
and ſpacious City, and conſider how many of its Inbabitants 
are at this time more afflicted than ever thou waſt. I think it 
a matter of difficulty to find any man fo perplex'd, but that he 
may conccive another to be worſe, and | doubt not but he 
who taſts much of the Sour and little of the Sweet, may take 
up the words of the proud Phariſee, tho' in another Senſe, J 
, God I am not as ot ber Men are. „ 

he 2. We 
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2. We ought to be thankful under Afflictions, becauſe it 
is and Argument we are under God's Eye, that he regards and 


takes notice of us, By this means he approves of us, acknow- 


ledgeth us for his Children, and tis a great evidence of his 
Care, and a plain Teſtimony we are not forſaken by him. 
ye be without Chaſtiſement, whereof all are partakers, than 
are ye Baſtars and not Sons. i? 190517 120 yh wolte 

Fchly, Weought to bear our Afflictions with ſubmiſſion-of 
our Will to the Will of God. Not my will but thine be done, 
was the Prayer of the Holy Jeſus in the Day of his ſore Affli- 
Qion. The Will of the Lord be done was the ſubmiſſive faying 
of ſome of St. Paul's Friends, when Agabus foretold him of his 
Bonds, and when they befought him that he wou'd not go up 
to Feruſalem, It was an Ancient cuſtom among Chriſtians 
when they meet to ſalute one rnother in theſe words ban be 
to God, and when any Profit or Loſs, Croſs or Comfort befel 
them, ſtill ro ſay, the Lord be thanketh. Such a frame of Heart 
had St. Martin who lying upon his Death- bed, his Scholars 
came about him and ſeem'd extreamly concern'd to part with 


him; but ſuch was the Reſignation of his Will to the Will of 
God that he brake our into this Language, Lord 5 may be 
bour; but 


further ſerviceable to thy People, I do not refaſe to 

if thou pleaſeſt to keep me longer upon Earth it will he better 
for me, thy will be done. Ot the like Spirit was our late graci- 
ous Queen Mary, who asking his Grace of Canterbury what 
her Phyſicians thought of her, and being told they fear'd her 
Death, Anſwer'd, I am provided God's will be done. Submiſſion 


to the Will of God is a Duty we all owe to the Supreme Mo- 


narch of Heaven and Earth, ſeeing in the Adminiftrarion of 
his Kingdom he doth all Things by a Power that is manag'd 
with Wiſdom ſeafon'd with Juſtice, and ſweetned with Good- 
neſs. He knows what is better for us than we do our ſelves; 


| 29 


and therefore to reſiſts his Will wou'd be to Queſtion his Wiſ- 


dom, tax his Providence, accuſe and undervalue his know- 
ledge, which wou'd ſeem highly unreaſonable in us. The 
advantages a Man gains by ſuch a Reſignation, are» 
1. It makes the Providence of God more ſweet and will 
take of that harſhneſs and ſeverity which all the Mind of him 
| | : - "_ »» * mar 
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that is contumacious, inquiet, and impatient under the viſi- 
ting Hand of God. | 22 | 

24ly, Let the Hand of God be never fo heavy yet upon a 
reſigning Soul the Divine Providences fit more eaſie and there 
is not that diſcompoſure of Mind, that fretfulneſs and vexing, 
that dejectedneſs and diſquietneſs of Spirit that is in him, whofe 
paſſions fly out under God's Viſitations. Good God! What 
evenneſs and ſedateneſs is in the Mind of him who upon all 
occaſions refigns his Will to the will of God ; How free is he 
from thoſe inward Diſturbances, thoſe Storms and Tempeſts, 
and thoſe rolling Seas of rage and tumult under which the 


Mind of a diſcontented and murmuring Man heaves ? . 
3dly, By ſuch a Reſignation he fo twiſts and fo involves his Will with 

the Will of God, that- the ſame Power which attends that of God's Will 
alſo attends his. So long as our Wills concur with the Will of God, they 
can never be defeated nor receive any foil, they ſhall be protected from 
Evil, and directed to Good; for having made his Will ours, our Souls un- 
der all Calamities will reſt contented in the accompliſhment of that. It was 
a Noble ſaying of the Heathen Cleanthes, Let the great Governonr of the 
Morl put me into what condition he pleaſeth, I am moſt ready to ſubmit 
to him, And I Read of Epictetus ſpeaking and living up to the ſame Prin- 
ciple, in all thoſe Conditions which ſeem ſore and grievous unto me, I do 
#hus order my ſelf. I conſider they come from God, and I endeavoar not 
only to ſubmit, but to aſſent to him in his dealings, not only by way of 
compulſion, but out of choice, A Scholar of Pithagaras's defiring that the 
Goas wou'd grant him whatſoever he ſhou d ask, taught him to ſay rather, 
Let me be willing to have whatever they pleaſe. Theſe were truly brave 
and gencroys Souls, Noble pitches of Heathen Minds thus to refign up 
themſelves to God, and tis a great truth many Chriſtians may go to School 
and learn of Them how to behave and demean themſelves under Croſſes 
and a State of Calamity, Away then with thoſe ſurely frowns, thoſe mur- 
muring Replies, and diſcontented Speeches roo common amongſt Chriſtians 
in Sickneſs, Pain, or Adverſity. Why art thou caſt down O my Soul? Why 
art thou ſo diſquieted within me? Truſt thou in God, As it is a great 
Sin, a prodigious Iniquity to deſpiſe the Chaſtning of the Lord, ſo it is an 
argument of a poor and narrow Suul to fink and repine when corrected by 
him, In every State therewith to be content, is a Leſſon we ought to Learn, 
Whatever, pleaſes God eught to pleaſe us, He can do no wrong as he is 
moſt joſt in him (elf, ſo he acts moſt juſtly to all Men, The Lord is righ- 
teo us, he is juſt in all that he has brought upon us, for thou haſt done 

right, but we have done wickedly, I come 
6thly, To ſhew why we ought to ſubmit to Aflictions. The Devil cou'd 
not lay hands upon Job's $heep till God had bid him put forth his hand. 
He cou'd not enter into the Heard of Swine without the permiſſion of 
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Chrift. It is not in the power of any either Bodily or Spiritual 
Enemy to aſſault us untill it firſt receive a Warrant from Hea- 
ven. Aſliction cometh not out of the Duſt, neither doth Trouble 
ſpring out of the Ground, but it is the Lord that killeth, | and 
maketh alive, that bringeth down tothe Grave, and bringeth 
back again. And ſhall we think much to-endure that whick | 
ſeems good to God to inflict ? Shall we not drink of the Cup 1 
| our Heavenly Father hath temper'd for uz? - It is the Lord, let ' 
him do what ſeemeth him good, (aid Eli, when an heavy Judg- | 
ment was denounc'd againſt him and his Houſe, I became. | 
dumb, and opened not my Mouth, becauſe it was thy doing, ſaid. | 
holy David in the midſt of his Troubles. The Lord gave, | 
| and the Lord bath taken away, bl-ſſed be the name of the Lor 
| ſaid Fob, He doth not ſay the Lord giveth and Satan taketh 
f away, or the Sabeans and the Caldæans drive away. He ſays 
; not, ſhall me receive Good at the hands of God, and ſball we 
not 'receive Evil at the hands of Men ? But acknowledgeth 
both to proceed from the wiſe diſpoling of the ſame God. It 
is the Lord take heed of repining at his righteous Judgments, 
Let not Duſt and Aſhes preſume to murmur againſt the Lord 
its Maker, Let not the Clay ſay unto the Potter, why baſt 
thou made me thus? God is not only the Author of thoſe good 
Things which we have enjoy'd for the time paſt, or do ſor che 
preſent, or ſhall for the future; but alſo of the Sorrows-which 
dt uny time have or ſhall befal us. The Providence of God 
; hath'a hand in both and upon this ground the Children of 
God in all Ages have labour'd in their utmoſt extremities to 
poſſeſs their Souls with patience. Do thou go and do litewiſe. 
I all ſhut up all with a uſeful Exhortation. How Sweet: 
cb d come out ef the Sour, and Meat out of the Eater, us 
Sampſons riddle which the Philiſtiens cou'd not underſtand. 
Our Afflictions are but light and momentary in compariſon 
of that fare more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory which! 
they work for us. We ba ve had Fathers of our Flefb :wbich: | 
correct᷑ed us, and we gave them Reuerence: Shon'd: we not | 
much rather be in ſubjection unto the Father of Spirits? For | 
d | *hey werily for a few days chaſtned us after their own pleaſure, | 
a but be chaſtneth us ſor our profit, that. we might be partakers | 
) of 
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8 bf bis Holyneſs, Now no chaſtning for the preſent ſeeniet h to be 
jorons but grievous, but afterwards it brings the quiet fruit 
of Rig hteouſneſs unto them which are hereby exercis'd, The 
Croſs was the way by which the Holy Jeſus went to the 
Crown, and the Captain of our Salvation was not made per. | 
fe& but by fuffering ; if we look for à part in his Joy, it is 
but Neceſſary we ſhou d have a ſhare in his Sorrows, Let us 
run with patience the race that is ſet before w. Looking unto 
Feſiu tbe Author, and finiſher of our Faith, who for the Joy 
that was ſet before him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, 
and is {et down at the right hand of the Throne of God. Con- 
er him leſt ye be weary and faint in your Minds, What tho? 
y Body be all full of Sores, ſo at my Death my Soul be 
carry'd by Angels into Abrabam's boſome? What matters it 
tho'' be miſerable for a wile, ſo I be afterwards happy for all 
Eternity? Lord! Let me paſs through Fire and Water ſo it 
be Lenjoy Heaven. Neither count I my Life dear ſo I may 
finiſh my Courſe with Joy. Let me weep on Earth fo that 
may ting in Heaven. and Lg 
In your greateſt Sufferings call upon God, ſubmit to his 
Will, depend upon his Help and Aſſiſtance, and ye need not 
fear but the event will be good and profitable. His Providen- 
ce ſo orders it that he cauſeth our Afflictions to become means 
helping forward our Salvation. Bleſſed is tbe Man that endu- 
reth Temptation for when he is try d he ſhall receive a Crown 
of Life which the Lord bad promiſed to them t bat love him. 
They that ſow in Tears ſhall reap in Foy. Heavineſi may en- 
dure for a Night, but Foy cometh in the Morning. Heaven will 
make up all at laſt. Verily there is a reward for the Rightgoms. | 
if * All Tears ſhall one Day be wiped off. Be thou faithful unto 
i © Death, and I will give thee a Crown of Life. God grant that 
[ all of us may truly repent us of our Sins, bear our Afflictions 


We... 
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j | patiently, truſt in God's mercy for Chriſt Feſws lake, render 
1 unto him humble Thanks tor his Fatherly V-{nation, and 
| Submit our (elves wholly to his Will and Pleaſure. Amen. 
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